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mmmmmw wmt Bepaty Mr«ctor <isteiiigenee) 
mWW t t Ceeesalet China s?.d the "Paper Tiftr* 


1* Hr* Iskfearger's iHklt in the Jdse^JjXo^k^JPieoe 
en it besssber itibm that experience with 

their era Rt«it 4eei«e list October has sobered the 
Chinese Cosawanists and earned then t# upgrade their a$- 
ce as ae nt ef CS Military sight and the aetelear arsenal 
which Isnc its sere. 

t. His view is besed on the s opposed "fact" that 
else# last October Peiping has stepped referring to the 
IS as a "leper Tiger** sod has dsnenstrated gsaoine alare 
io its violent pretests against the stationing of Jtelari* 
asOaeidaes io the Tar tart. This has led emucaed diplo- 
•ate tpetsd by Sc. Msberger to conclude that the Chinese 
see hare a batter app r s ci atica of the horror* of aeelear 
ear mod ere t he r efor e lose rilling to accept the risks 
ef a 98 strike than they rare befo r e their mm so c o es s- 
ful test. 

8* These people— "diploest s with experience is 
Cesceaist China 1 *— *c on to spaccl ate that because the 
Chinese leaders lore mm store "realistic" they rill ears 
to take a different rise ef the Indochina situation and 
be lore inclined to gaable oe the p o ssibi lity that the 
88 is set btefftog aed sight esca late the ear into a 
mcleer conflict. 

4. Xt seas* doubtful that evaluation of the toot 
has censed any sash reappraisal on the peart of the 
Chinese. Siren the side diffusion of nuclear fcaseiedge, 
the remits probably esnssd little surprise in Peiping— 
serial aly set the kind ef shock rhieh would sake sen 
like 8ae give mbit loos plans io Southeast Asia. 

There is nothing is Chi esse actions mace last fall 
shieh Hearts they are nor ieeliecd to treed ware 
earefelly. 


Approved For Release 2003/05fJ6 : CIA-RDP79T00472A00070001 0005-6 

’V I itJJJ ' ^ A « tdt \ 


Approved Far Release 200^5^8^ plA-RDP79T00472A00070001 0005-6 


5, Peiping tea always bad a healthy respect for US 
power and is "tactical" situations which bold what the 
Chinese regard as a real possibility of major direct con- 
frontation with the US they tore proceeded very cautiously. 
Where the Chinese hava teen bold la ‘“despising the US 
strategically" it appears in the wain to reflect as esti- 
mate that there was little danger of a blow delivered 
with the full weight of American strength, 

6, The Chinese probably do not regard the potential 
destructiveness of an atonic attack as cavalierly as 
their earlier statements have been sade to suggest . It 
sous* likely that Peiping's backing of the DR7 in the 
Indochina war has beam based not so such on ignorance 
concerning nuclear weapons as on the calculation that 
the possibility of their use against China is fairly 
rawotfl 
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7, If Peiping was frightened into considering a 
new policy by the results of the test at Lop Iter, there 
has been no due in Chinese public statements and Hr. 
ftulsberger’s friends are basing their opinions on faulty 
information. The Chinese have, in fact, never stopped 
refsrring to either the UP or to unclear weapons as 
"Paper Tigers.** Semination of the record shows that 
since the end of Hovesber last year JTCWA has carried 

no less than twelve major statements in which this now- 
classic term has been used. 

ft. Peiping reacted promptly and predictably on 
14 Mevember with an angry complaint about the visit of 
the US nuclear submarine Sea Dragon to Japanese ports. 

The announced decision to station Polaris submarines in 
Asian waters produced an even louder Chinese pretest. 

This government statement, broadcast on 2ft December, 
jeered at the US for trying to intimidate China by 
"dispatching a few nuclear submarines" and concluded 
with the standard assertion that the atomic bomb is a 
"Paper Tigsr," that it is "people" who dll determine 
the destiny of mankind, and that tho US is "approaching 
closer and elosar to its grave." 
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